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Have you noticed how children can naturally live abundantly?  It’s part of human empathy.  

Generosity isn’t just for adults.  Rebecca Keller Scholl told me a story about her boys Keller and 

Jackson, who were 5 and 2-years old when their UU minister, Rev. David Parke, came to visit.  

The adults were discussing creation of an interfaith homeless shelter and soup kitchen and how 

badly it was needed.  Keller playing nearby overheard the conversation, and so got his piggy 

bank to give to the minister, saying “Please give this to the homeless people at church.  I know 

it’s not much but I hope it helps.”  Rev. Parke accepted Keller’s donation with tears in his eyes, 

and Keller cherished the thank you note he received because he’d found a way to make 

someone’s life better.  We need to model abundance with our children:  it is who we seek to be. 

 

Behavioral economists tell us that many Americans live from a feeling of scarcity and so miss 

out on much of the joy and sense of wellbeing in their life.  They may have a household income 

of $60,000 or $600,000 a year and yet feel as if they would be much happier if they earned 

$100,000 or $1,000,000 a year.  It is this sense of relative economic deprivation that US 

marketers rely upon to drive ever higher levels of consumption, with little increase in joy, in fact 

I would argue a decline in joy, to show for it. Beyond a certain level of meeting basic needs for 

food, housing, and necessities of living, abundance isn’t about how much money we have, but 

rather our attitude towards life.  I have known multi-millionaires who felt they didn’t have 

enough for abundance, and of course there’s my dear mother who lived the last 20 years of her 

life, after my dad died, from a feeling of incredible abundance on $30,000 a year. 

 

When we are invited to abundance, why do we plead scarcity?  The 14
th

 century Persian mystic 

Shams-ud-din Muhammad Hafiz posed the question thusly: “If the Divine Mystery invited us to 

a party saying, everyone in the ballroom tonight will be my special guest, how would you treat 

them when you arrived?  Indeed, indeed!  And Hafiz knows there is no one in this world who is 

not standing upon that bejeweled dance floor.”  We are children of the stars, a part of the 

unfolding of the universe, life emergent on this planet earth.  How can we allow advertisers and 

American culture to persuade us we are living in the midst of scarcity?  We are surrounded by 

abundance, if we choose to live into our abundance it will become manifold in our lives, for that 

to happen we must commit to abundance every day. 

 

Abundance doesn’t mean spending our money foolishly, or on everything one might even 

consider buying, but abundance is about being clear about what enhances our joy and sense of 

wellbeing, and allocating our financial resources accordingly.  As you may have noticed from 
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their testimonials, our Parish Committee, which is our governing board, has been on a journey to 

discover their own personal sources of abundance here.  Anya Thomas spoke of the incredible 

power of a supportive community as she and Corey were dealing with complications around the 

birth of their first child.  Steve Davis talked about how this congregation welcomed him and his 

husband, Nick, how they were married by this congregation, how this congregation provided 

comfort and support to his mother while she was dying of ovarian cancer, and how we welcomed 

their son Shabar into community with us.  These are all aspects of living into the abundance of 

life here among us. 

 

Ann Dinsmoor spoke out of heartfelt gratitude, for her partner Karla Baehr, for her wonderful 

daughters and grandchildren, for the gift of woodworking, and vegetable gardens, and beautiful 

places near water and mountains.  Ann and Karla have created a virtuous cycle of gratitude and 

generosity in their relationship to this community, participating and/or leading in many of the 

most important aspects of our congregational life, even while increasing their annual pledge from 

5% to 7% of their income in order to help us be financially sustainable as a community while 

hiring a second minister, deepening our levels of engagement, and strengthening our religious 

exploration program.  This is what it means to be living from abundance in community.  

 

Ann Congleton spoke about why she and Frank came here 25 years ago, for our growing RE 

program for their daughters adopted from India, and have stayed to appreciate the growing 

diversity of every kind in this community.  Ann Gilmore talked about growing up within a 

culture of scarcity, and how it took her some time to come to understand the life-giving virtue of 

living from abundance, and why she is tripling her pledge from 3% to 10% of her income.  She 

is doing it out of love, concern, and gratitude for this community, as part of joining with this 

community to co-create what Charles Eisenstein calls “the more beautiful world our hearts know 

is possible.  These are lives transformed by their generosity of spirit, where their gratitude and 

commitment to abundance helps shape their relationship to this community, and the joy and 

wellbeing they gain from it. 

 

Greg Buckland, also drawing upon Charles Eisenstein’s sacred economics, talked about why we 

need churches, sanctuaries, and communities where we can practice a different story than that 

told by the dominant culture.  Greg said, “We need places where a person walks in one of these 

doors and we say to them: Hey, I know you.  You are a divine child of the universe, worthy of 

deep respect and love.  You are not perfect – neither are we – but you are whole, you are 

beautiful, you are loved, and we see you.  We are connected, there is enough to go around, so 

let’s take care of each other, shall we?”  Now you might have freaked out if Greg actually said 

that to you on your first visit, but it describes the nature of our beloved community.  Greg is 

doubling his pledge to $1000 or about 3% of his income. 
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Stacey Raczek spoke of the power of membership under our congregational polity, where we are 

collectively responsible for choosing ministers and staff, for paying fair compensation, for 

maintaining our building and paying our bills, and the gratitude and sense of abundance that 

comes from that.  Stacey spoke of her gratitude for the many hours she spent working in the RE 

program, for the transcendent beauty of this sanctuary, and for this being a safe place for her 

children, even when the outside world turns scary.  May we always be such caretakers and such 

responsible stewards of this faith community and each other.  

 

Last Sunday Jake Walters, remembering words of his then five-year old son, said this is the place 

where everyone loves you, and will take care of you in times of need, if you will just let us.  Our 

biggest believer here in the power of loving community was probably Jane Hoey.  She came to 

First Parish when she and her husband Chuck moved to Brookline.  She served as chair of our 

Welcoming Congregation efforts, went on to Chair our Parish Committee, and helped to reinvent 

our membership committee as a Welcoming team.  This community supported her through 

Chuck’s long illness and death, and then also through her unexpected diagnosis of cancer which 

led to her death last year.  Jane used to pledge $5,000 every year.  She loved this community and 

she was committed to its financial sustainability.  So in her will she left $100,000 to First Parish, 

enough to let us draw $5,000 annually towards maintaining this congregation’s financial 

sustainability.  Jane is a UU saint. 

 

So you know what I mean when I say commit to abundance.  Let this community be your faith 

home, responding with gratitude to the many and myriad gifts of community.  Let us support you 

and your family in times of joy and also times of sorrow and crisis.  Let us walk together through 

the milestones of our lives, faithfully watching over one another as we seek to become our best 

selves, co-creating the beautiful world our hearts know is possible.  Every family in this 

community has different financial circumstances, and so every family may find a different 

appropriate level of giving to express their sense of generosity and abundance.  Loretta and I 

have a spiritual practice of giving away about 10% of our income every year, and have done this 

for 35 years, so we know the power of generosity to transform our lives.  This year I’ve pledged 

$7,000, a little over 10% of what this congregation pays me as senior minister, in order to 

commit to abundance from our family. 

 

Last October we invited Mark Ewert, a UUA congregational financial consultant, to spend the 

weekend assessing our financial health as a congregation.  In his report to the Parish Committee 

he concluded that as a congregation we were far too dependent on a relatively small group of 

families pledging between $5,000 and $22,000 each year, and had too many families pledging 

less than $1,000 each year.  He said such a lop-sided giving pyramid was not only financially 

unsustainable but also unhealthy for the attitude of the congregation.  He urged the Parish 

Committee to ask every family contributing less than $1,000 a year, or at least those able to 

contribute far more, to consider doubling or tripling their pledge this year to bring us to financial 
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sustainability as a congregation.  He shared with the Parish Committee a set of giving guidelines, 

which if followed, would bring us to abundance. 

Our pledge campaign Co-Chairs, at the urging of the parish committee, adopted the UUA giving 

guidelines as a way to help each family discern what is appropriate for your family.  It’s in your 

order of service as abundance guidelines.  Please take it out now so that we can look at it 

together.  Notice on the lower half it allows you to decide what portion of your income you will 

consider in determining your financial commitment.  Depending upon your household income 

and relationship to this community, you may only pledge 2% of your net income, and bless you, 

we are happy for it.  But you may also wish to increase from 2% to 3%, or 5% to 7%, or 3% to 

10% as Parish Committee members have publicly said they are doing.  This is a matter of 

personal discernment, within your own family, and whatever you decide is right for you will be 

gratefully received by this community committed to abundance.  For we cherish each other in 

this congregation.  

 

We are also a vibrant part of the national and international community of Unitarian Universalists.  

This faith community has power far beyond our apparent size.  Because when people come 

together with intentionality, willing to contribute what they can to the good of the whole, and 

seeking to transform ourselves in community so that we can collectively transform the world, we 

become a power that is virtually unstoppable.  As the Diversity Caucus quote from Margaret 

Mead says: “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world, indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”  We invite each other to walk together as a 

congregation, committing to each other out of our own sense of abundance, and delighting for 

love and joy to abide in our midst.   Let me end by adapting a Marge Percy poem: “Alone we can 

fight, resist, or refuse, but we can do so much more together.  Two people can keep each other 

sane, give support, conviction, love, hope.  Three people are a delegation or a committee.  With 

four you can play bridge and start an organization.  With six you can rent a whole house, eat a 

pie for dinner with no seconds, and hold a fundraising party.  A dozen make a religious 

education class and a hundred can fill a church.  A thousand have solidarity and your own 

newsletter; ten thousand, power and your own paper; a hundred thousand, your own media; ten 

million your own country.  It goes on one at a time, it starts when you care to act, it starts when 

you do it again, and when you say we and know who you mean, and each day you mean one 

more.”  Generosity is contagious.  If this community continues to commit to abundance, there is 

no limit to what we can accomplish together.  I love you all dearly.  Amen and Blessed Be. 


