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Today we are focusing on inter-section-ality.  Yes, I know, we should generally avoid using long 

words of seven syllables, except in Super Scrabble, where the word intersectionality strategically 

placed is worth a lot of points.  Germans often make compound words by adding onto existing 

words to make them more specific.  My job title in Munich was 

hochgrosserunternamenstrategyberater, at 36 letters and 13 syllables the longest title I’ve ever 

had, so we abbreviated it on business cards, but it said what I did and who I did it for.  

Intersectionality notices the intersections between identities such as gender, race, class, religion, 

nationality, sexual orientation, and ability, in intersecting systems of privilege, oppression, 

domination, bias, and discrimination.  It is a complex world, and because of intersectionality, we 

in this room, by simply living our lives, experience different realities from each other.  And this 

grows as we become a more diverse faith community, as cultural patterns of oppression, such as 

homophobia, racism, sexism, classism, nationalism, and religiously based bigotry, impact some 

of us differently.  Intersectionality requires of us a deep cultural humility; I don’t know your 

story unless you care to share it with me, approaching each other with empathy, and a 

willingness to hear each other’s pain. 

 

Climate change is the greatest danger facing humanity and our planet today.  Many of us have 

been preaching about this danger, and our society’s failure to adequately respond to it, for years.  

Many of us have taken significant steps in our own spending and priorities in the face of this 

crisis, however inadequate we feared those were. Yet something has shifted in the last nine 

months.  Groups that were divided over appropriate priorities, some working in the system while 

others working to overthrow the system; some seeking to destroy capitalism, others seeking to 

reform capitalism; groups trying to address growing economic inequality, and those who put 

planet above profit; have converged into a global force to be reckoned with.  We seem to finally 

be reaching a tipping point.  Change which seemed slow and impossible; now suddenly effective 

action for global climate justice begins to appear possible.  A global climate convergence, which 

began at a NYC conference last September, is gathering strength and power.  It has brought 

together the Alliance for Global Justice, the X-Collective visual artists, National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People, Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the 

Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign, the 350.org environmental group, the Green 

Party, Occupy Wall Street, the Organic Consumers Association, Sierra Club, and others into a 

mass movement for political and economic change.  This is an impressively intersectional group. 

 

A statement coming out of that September 2014 conference was that: “The world’s capitals will 

not end the old economy or deliver the new one.  We can’t wait any longer because every day of 

waiting reduces our window of action.  We need not wait because we already hold the 

knowledge needed for creating the new economy.  And because a global climate strike can stop 



2 
 

the machine responsible for creating the climate crisis, the most powerful person may be you.”  

They called for two days of action on Earth Day (April 22) and May Day (May 1) to globally 

coalesce attention on behalf of climate justice.  And to prepare the way for a People’s Nonviolent 

Global Climate strike at the United Nations’ next climate meeting in Paris in December 2015, to 

try and halt the carbon industrial complex’s assault on our economy, ecology, peace, and 

democracy.  Their goals include millions of living-wage jobs in renewables, conservation, water 

systems, and public transit; climate-friendly, healthy food and farming; a just transition to 100% 

clean renewable energy by 2030; First World funding for technology transfer and climate 

mitigation and adaptation in the Third World; health care, education and housing security as 

human rights; respect for labor, indigenous people, immigrants, LGBT and women’s rights; 

ending mass incarcerations and deportations; taxing the rich, establishing public banks, 

supporting small business, community and worker cooperatives, and fair trade; as well 

demilitarizing national budgets and foreign policies.  This an impressive list of goals for any 

coalition to try to bring about, but can these very different groups set aside their differences, to 

try and change everything that needs to change all at the same time?  The answer, of course, is 

yes, and that has to do with intersectionality. 

 

If you want to see intersectionality at work, go to the global climate convergence website.  Last 

month they posted this, “As Gandhi once wrote: ‘Even the most powerful cannot rule without the 

cooperation of the ruled.’  The powers that are responsible for climate change could not continue 

for a day without the acquiescence of those whose lives and future they are destroying.  They are 

only able to continue their destructive course because others enable or acquiesce in it.  It is the 

activity of the people – going to work, paying taxes, buying products, obeying government 

officials, staying off private property – that continually recreates the power of the powerful.  A 

movement can be powerful without weapons or violence if it withdraws that cooperation from 

the powers that be.  Fear of such withdrawal can motivate those in positions of power to 

change.”  At their website you can also see examples of youth marches, teacher strikes, labor 

actions, and indigenous peoples’ resistance to oil toxic waste sites, closing refining operations, 

and ending deforestation.  This is the kind of diverse nonviolent multicultural movement this 

crisis for our planet requires. 

 

What does this mean for Unitarian Universalist congregations such as ours?  The Unitarian 

Universalist Association (UUA) has declared: “climate change is the gravest danger facing 

humanity today.  As a people of faith and conscience, we commit to respond.”  The UUA created 

a group called commit2respond to offer daily reflections and worship materials for both UU 

congregants and congregations, drawing on Unitarian Universalist values and principles, to 

commit to respond to this crisis in the life of humanity on this planet.  UUs love the Buddhist 

meditation master Thich Nhat Hanh, so we opened today with his bells of mindfulness, trying to 

wake us up, reminding us to look deeply at our impact on the planet.  Hanh says, “The future of 

all life, including our own, depends on our mindful steps.  We have to hear the bells of 

mindfulness that are sounding all across our planet.  We have to start learning to live in a way 

that a future will be possible for our children and our grandchildren.”  The Rev. Fred Small, 

Senior Minister at First Parish in Cambridge, reminds us that we are one: one people, one 

http://globalclimateconvergence.org/
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community, one earth, one spirit, one with the poor people becoming hungry, poisoned, or 

displaced by climate change, one with energy executives who are trying to succeed within the 

current system even while it is collapsing around them, one with the taxpayers who fund the 

current system, one with those who risk change in the face of this extraordinary crisis in the life 

of humanity. 

 

The UUA declared March 22, 2015 through April 22, 2015 Climate Justice Month.  At 

www.commit2respond.org, they offer daily reflections for UUs to contemplate on this month-

long spiritual journey for climate justice.  They offer worship resources based on the four 

primary elements: Water, Fire, Air, and Earth to help us in reveling, reckoning, reconnecting, 

and committing to be part of the change that we wish to see.  Half our Social Action Council 

special collection today will go to Alternatives for Community and Environment, a Roxbury 

organization that builds the power of communities of color and low-income communities in 

Massachusetts to eradicate environmental racism and classism, create healthy sustainable 

communities, and achieve environmental justice.  The other half goes to the UU Ministry for 

Earth which connects and inspires an active community of UUs for environmental justice, 

spiritual renewal, and shared reverence for our Earth home; and it is one of eight UU 

organizations which came together to create commit2respond as our UU climate change 

response. 

 

Naomi Klein, journalist and a board member at 350.org, was a key speaker at last September’s 

NYC Climate Convergence conference, and her book This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. 

the Climate, which came out late last year, is moving like wildfire through some UU 

congregations.  She quotes Rebecca Tarbotton, Executive Director of the Rainforest Action 

Network, saying: “We need to remember that the work of our time is bigger than climate change.  

We need to be setting our sights higher and deeper.  What we’re really talking about, if we’re 

honest with ourselves, is transforming everything about the way we live on this planet.”  Those 

of you who have been listening to my sermons, and I hope that includes most of you, know this 

is why I traveled last summer with the Pachamama Alliance among the indigenous shamans of 

the northern Amazonian rainforest.  The shamans call our cultural priorities and infrastructure, 

what we might call economic progress, the Dream of the North.  And they believe we will kill 

Mother Earth if we don’t adopt a new dream of what it means to be human, of our rightful role 

and place on this planet, and that we must do it very quickly.  They invite us into a dream of 

human flourishing which is not consumption based but rather relies upon our abiding 

relationships with each other, with the planet, and with all forms of life that we share this planet 

with. 

 

Klein writes, “For us high consumers, it involves changing how we live, how our economies 

function, even the stories we tell about our place on earth.”  Yet she acknowledges that “it’s too 

late to stop climate change from coming; it is already here, and increasingly brutal disasters are 

headed our way no matter what we do.  But it’s not too late to avert the worst, and there is still 

time to change ourselves so that we are far less brutal to one another when those disasters 

strike.”  We can’t stop climate change, we are already past that point, but we can mitigate its 

http://www.commit2respond.org/
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damage to the poorest people on the planet, and adapt to this new world environment, even as we 

work to stop far worse global warming from happening in our lifetimes. She quotes the 2012 

report jointly by James Hansen, former director of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies, 

and Gro Harlem Brundtland, former prime minister of Norway, warning: “In the face of an 

absolutely unprecedented emergency, society has no choice but to take dramatic action to avert a 

collapse of civilization.  Either we will change our ways and build an entirely new kind of global 

society, or they will be changed for us.” 

 

The Global Climate Convergence Alliance is calling for an emergency global green new deal 

including: 

 

 Full employment with community based small businesses, worker co-ops, small farmers, 

and government jobs. 

 100% clean renewable energy by 2030, including an international binding treaty for 

swift, deep cuts in carbon emissions, with wealthy nations paying for the necessary 

technology transfer and climate adaptation. 

 Universal free healthcare and education through college. 

 Affordable housing for all and a moratorium on foreclosures. 

 Securing the global food supply by supporting small farmers, putting carbon back in the 

soil through restoration grazing and climate-smart sustainable agriculture. 

 Economic democracy securing public banks, workers’ rights, support for co-operative 

enterprises and free trade, with the rich bearing the costs so the poor can rise above their 

indebtedness. 

 Demilitarization by cutting out 50% of military spending, freeing up resources for social 

programs and infrastructure. 

 Ending mass incarceration and deportations; treating immigration rights as human rights 

and drug abuse as a public health issue. 

 Political democracy where all people, not corporations, have the right to self-govern, to 

vote, and have their votes counted.  

 Supporting human rights, and the rights of Pachamama, our Mother Earth, by honoring 

the Cochabamba People’s Agreement and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

These 10 steps are interlinked, but doing them requires an enormous change in worldview, and 

because of intersectionality it is critical that we tackle all of these oppressions at once if we are to 

have any hope of averting the worst of this disaster we encounter. 

 

Unitarian Universalists are a tiny part of this global movement, but our principles call us to do 

our part, because we affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part; we affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person; we 

affirm and promote justice equity and compassion in human relations; we affirm and promote the 

right of conscience and the use of the democratic process, and the goal of world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all.  We can be part of this global movement.  Mother Earth needs 

our help.  We can commit to respond.  I love you all dearly.  Amen and Blessed Be. 


