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Some stories we have heard so many times that we forget their significance.  Today I’d like to 
retell a 2,000-year-old wisdom tale to see what it means for us.

A Judean businessman set out on a road from Jerusalem to Jericho, but was robbed, beaten and 
left for dead. Early the next day a priest of his people was heading up to the Temple to make 
sacrifice when he saw a bloody body, half-dead, lying by the side of the road.  Touching such a 
bloody near corpse would destroy the priest’s ritual purity, so he passed by on the other side of 
the road. Shortly thereafter a civic leader, an interpreter of the law, also passed that way, but did 
not recognize the man so hurried on his way. 

Soon a Samaritan businessman, a stranger from the Roman province north of Judea, passed that 
same way. What he saw was a fellow businessman, broken and in pain, and so he stopped to help 
him as best he could. The Samaritan was a stranger in these parts, there was no hospital nearby, 
so he bandaged his wounds, put him on his own animal to ride, and took the man back to an inn 
where the Samaritan had stayed the previous night, and paid the innkeeper to care for the man.  
As the Samaritan hurried on to his next appointment, he assured the innkeeper that if the man 
needed more care then he would pay the remainder when next he passed this way on business. 

What accounts for the different reactions of these men?  I think it has to do with what each man 
saw. The robbers and thieves saw an easy mark to provide for their material needs, a strange 
businessman traveling late in the day. The priest saw a bloody body who would corrupt his ritual 
purity. The civic leader saw a stranger who was no concern of his.  The Samaritan saw a fellow 
human being in need and distress. 

We are all strangers in a strange land, even families that trace their line back 15 generations, but 
how will we see each other when we are most in need?  When is it patriotic to see the impact on 
our fellow human beings? That is our question for this morning.

If you walk through certain neighborhoods in Boston, nearly half the people you meet are  
people who were not born here. In the last 10 years, as the US government made naturalization 
much more difficult, the percentage of immigrants not recognized by the state as legal has 
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soared. Now up to a third of these immigrants are considered illegal. They live on the margins of 
society, with the ever-present fear of arrest, deportation, and destruction of their families. 

The Center for Immigrant Studies estimates that among all children under the age of four living 
in Boston, nearly 15 percent are the children of illegal mothers, and subject to abuse and 
exploitation, and that over a third of them will grow up living well below the poverty line.  This 
is not a question for another time and place; this is a question of who we see when we encounter 
the poor and marginalized in our midst. Are we like the priest more concerned with our own 
purity, or the civic leader unwilling to see them as our concern, or the Samaritan willing to help 
fellow human beings? That is our question for this morning.

This last Tuesday, President Barack Obama delivered a speech on America as a country built by 
immigrants, in which he called it “a simple idea, as old as America itself: E pluribus unum; out 
of many, one.”  He said, “We define ourselves as a nation of immigrants – a nation that 
welcomes those willing to embrace America’s ideals and America’s precepts. That’s why 
millions of people, ancestors of most of us, braved hardship and great risk to come here – so they  
could be free to work and worship and start a business and live their lives in peace and 
prosperity. …  That’s the promise of this country – that anyone can write the next chapter in our 
story.  It doesn’t matter where you come from; it doesn’t matter what you look like; it doesn’t 
matter what faith you worship.  What matters is that you believe in the ideals on which we were 
founded; that you believe that all of us are created equal, endowed by our Creator with certain 
inalienable rights.  All of us deserve our freedoms and our pursuit of happiness.  In embracing 
America, you can become American.  That is what makes this country great.”

The question I have for President Obama is, why he hasn’t yet ended the travesty of the Secure 
Communities deportation act? 

Three years ago President George Bush instituted a deportation program to wreak havoc on the 
lives of unwelcome strangers. He had the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
institute a program called Secure Communities, to work with local police departments and 
county governments to hunt down and deport as many of these immigrants as possible. Maria 
Bolanos, an immigrant living in Maryland called 911 for help dealing with domestic violence, 
and found herself instead arrested and deported to El Salvador. 

Secure Communities was approved by Congress as a strategy for deporting illegal immigrants 
accused or convicted of “crimes involving national security, homicide, kidnapping, assault, 
robbery, sex offenses, and narcotic violations, or other federal felonies.” The concept was getting 
rid of bad apples who didn’t belong here and who were a menace to our neighborhoods and 
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society. But in Suffolk County, where we live,  70 percent of the Secure Communities 
deportations last year were of people never accused or convicted of a felony, and over half had 
committed no crime at all, unless you count living here without the US government’s permission 
as a deportable crime.

The city of Boston has a long shameful history with regards to how we treat immigrants here. An 
influx of German and Irish Catholic immigrants in the 1830s and 1840s led to the rise of the 
Native American Party (the so-called ‘Know Nothing’ party) which swept Massachusetts state 
and local elections in 1854. They eliminated many social services, prevented employers from 
hiring the Irish, and tried to save Boston for the Yankee elite.  I am afraid many people in this 
congregation at that time, including many leading Transcendentalists, joined in the hatred, 
mostly deciding that they were more interested in abolition and women’s rights than they were in 
the plight of poor immigrants in Boston. 

Proposed legislation of that era included prohibiting legal immigration from Catholic countries, 
restricting elective offices and jobs to native-born American Protestants, requiring a 21-year wait 
to be considered for citizenship, restricting public school teaching jobs to Protestants, and 
mandating daily reading of the Bible in public schools.  We 21st century Unitarian Universalists 
can be better than that! 

Today Boston is becoming a city dominated by people of color and immigrants.  It is not 
surprising then that concerns about the passing of the white majority has led to new calls for 
marginalizing and deporting those who are tipping the scale toward a non-white majority.  Of 
hundreds of counties in our country last year, Suffolk County, where Boston is located, ranked 
13th in percentage of deportees under the Secure Communitites Act (54 percent) who had not 
been convicted of any crime except being in this country illegally.  Think of all the families that 
have been disrupted and destroyed by our local police working with ICE to round up and arrest 
people in our neighborhoods and on our streets.

Five months ago, Governor Deval Patrick signed up Massachusetts for Secure Communities 
immigration checks by our state and local police, saying federal law gave him no choice. The 
American Civil Liberties Union and the Boston New Sanctuary Movement are working together 
to teach immigrants who live in Boston how to protect their families from ICE. Individual towns 
and cities, especially Cambridge, are declaring themselves sanctuaries for peaceful illegal 
immigrants who choose to live in our communities. Immigration groups are trying to stop the 
deportation of human beings who have committed no crime.
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Half of our special collection this morning will go to support the Boston New Sanctuary 
Movement. Arlington Street Church, First Parishes in Jamaica Plain, Cambridge, Concord, 
Needham, Medford, and others have already joined with the UUA in signing on to the Boston 
New Sanctuary Movement’s pledge “to respond actively and publicly to the suffering of our 
immigrant brothers and sisters residing in the United States. We acknowledge that the large-scale 
immigration of workers and their families to the United States is a complex historical, global and 
economic phenomenon that has many causes and does not lend itself to simplistic or purely 
public policy solutions. We stand together in our faith that everyone, regardless of national 
origin, has basic human rights, including but not limited to: 1) livelihood; 2) family unity; and 3) 
physical and emotional safety.  We witness the violation of these rights under current 
immigration policy, particularly in the separation of children from their parents due to unjust 
deportations, and in the exploitation of immigrant workers.  We are deeply grieved by the 
violence done to families through immigration raids. We cannot in good conscience ignore such 
suffering and injustice.”

I don’t know whether we as a congregation are ready to stand with these immigrants on the side 
of love, but it is something we need to learn about.

The fastest growing population in Boston is Latinos and Latinas. Their community, much of 
which can trace their ancestry back over many centuries in North America, has been disrupted 
and devastated by new immigration regulations. Even for the lucky ones who qualify, legal 
residency status, beyond a temporary visa, can take from two to over twenty years, and involve 
extensive legal expenses and continual risk of deportation and exclusion throughout the process. 
There are families that have spent decades trying to bring the entire family into proper legal 
status in the US. 

Since 1996 the US Congress has suspended Due Process and Habeas Corpus for immigrants 
arrested or detained, even if for the mildest misdemeanors. Immigration detainees are often kept 
for extended periods of time in prison like conditions, without access to adequate health-care, 
legal resources, or even contact with their families. Some families are separated for up to ten 
years due to legal complexities of the system.  The impact on their children can be enormous and 
forever.   

Our first Latino UUA President, Peter Morales, has made immigration reform in Arizona and 
along the Mexican border a social justice priority. He has been arrested, with other UU ministers, 
in protesting Arizona anti-immigration and deportation laws where migrant deaths are the highest  
along the US/Mexico border.  UU’s have decided to stand on the side of love against laws 
enforcing bigotry and racism.  Last June’s General Assembly voted to make Immigration as a 
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Moral Issue a UU congregational study/action issue for 2010 – 2014.  Our own Dr. Michele 
David spent last week in Phoenix AZ with other healthcare professionals protesting the horrors 
of  Arizona’s  SB1070 legislation, before it is adopted as a model by state and local governments 
to justify deporting immigrants.           

Supporting Haitians seeking temporary residency status in the US has been a particular focus of 
both the UUA and the UUSC.  Following Haiti’s devastating earthquake, Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS) was offered by the US to undocumented Haitians living in the US.  This gives them 
access to legal employment opportunities and driver’s licenses in return for making their 
whereabouts known to the ICE legal system. Half of our special collection this morning will go 
to Youth and Family Empowerment Services, which runs local programs for Haitian families and 
children including after-school programs, summer day camps, and leadership training and 
educational programs.  The ICE TPS program is set to expire in July 2011 and if not renewed 
will lead to disruption for many local Haitian families if ICE now tries to deport them as well.  
We heard from Michele about how ending TPS could be devastating for many of her patients and 
help end our long identity as a nation of immigrants.

So what will be our congregation’s story this time?  It is possible for us to continue to worship 
together without letting our country’s disturbing behavior trouble our sanctity.  Or to decide that 
we ourselves have enough issues in our lives and that the plight of poor immigrants is not really 
our problem.  Or we can educate ourselves, look into the faces of the troubled human beings who 
live within walking distance of this sanctuary, join the Boston New Sanctuary Movement or 
involve ourselves on a national level with General Assembly discussions, resolutions and study 
actions.  We cannot pretend that we did not know that police and immigration officers are 
destroying human lives. We cannot pretend that we have some inherently greater claim to a life 
of decency, financial sufficiency, and family integrity than those who are being targeted by these 
unjust laws and actions.

I trust who we are as a people. We affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person. We affirm and promote justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.  We affirm 
and promote the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. That is part of 
why I love you so dearly.  We are a community that binds up the broken, that has hope in the 
future, deep faith in the ultimate goodness of humanity, and love for the interdependent web of 
all being. I know we will rise to this challenge because, even though our lives are busy and full 
of our own concerns, we are a people committed to standing on the side of love. You are my 
people. I love you all dearly, Amen, and Blessed Be.             
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